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If you had a powerful magnifying glass and looked at the surface of a computer disk you wouldn’t be able to read the information stored there. Individual letters and numbers aren’t engraved there; instead, different patterns of bits are used to represent each character.

A bit (binary digit) is the smallest unit of information that a computer can work with. It’s like a switch that can be either on or off and is often spoken of in terms of ones or zeros. Each character of a document is actually stored as a group of 8 bits; this group of 8 is called a byte.

A group of 1024 bytes is called a kilobyte (kilo=thousand) and is abbreviated with the letter K or sometimes KB. One K is roughly equivalent to 200 words or half a page of text.

A group of 1,048,576 bytes is called a megabyte (mega=million) and is abbreviated with the letter M or sometimes MB. One megabyte is roughly equivalent to 200,000 words or 500 pages of text.

A group of 1,073,741,824 bytes is called a gigabyte (giga=billion) and is abbreviated with the letter G or sometimes GB. One gigabyte is roughly equivalent to 200 million words or 500,000 pages of text.

A 3½” floppy disk can store 1.44MB (1,440,000 bytes) of data. This would be roughly equivalent to 288,000 words or 720 pages of text.

A CD-Rom disk can store about 700MB of data. This would be roughly equivalent to 140,000,000 words or 350,000 pages of text. 





































